
POUGHKEEPSIE'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Public education in Poughkeepsie began in 1843, when the state legislature created a-village 
Board of Education. This twelve-member board was authorized to borrow money and raise taxes to 
build one new school and rent rooms in five other buildings. 

The first free school was built on the carper of Mill and Bridge Streets. The old Abraham 

Lincoln School, built in 1906 and presently used as apartments, still stands on that site. Another 
building was built on Church Street around 1856. The second floor of this building housed the high 
school for a few years until it moved to rented space in the Dutchess Academy, on the comer of South 

Hamilton and Montgomery Streets. In 1871, a new high school was built on Washington Street and 
Lafayette Place. At one point, twelve school sites, some as small as one classroom, were scattered 
throughout the city. 

Sites of Other 
Historic Schools: 

School #1: 
Mill & Bridge Streets 

School #4: 
Bayeaux Street 

School #6: 
Hoffman Street 

Located at 22 Washington Street 

OLD NO. 2 SCHOOL 

Located at 197 Church Street Constructed about 1814 

School #7: 

Academy Street 

School #10: 
South Hamilton Street 

School #11: 
North Clover Street 

School #12: 
Mill Street 

Constructed in I 871 

OLD NO. 3 SCHOOL 
Located on Lower Church Street, Union Square Constructed in 1858 

( 2-roorn addition in 1907) 
















